
96  The Builders Choice Magazine – September 2018

THE BUILDERS CHOICE Roscommon House

he contrasting aspects of Floreat’s building legacy and 
modern-day “garden suburb” focus presented an intriguing 
challenge for the developers of this impressive home. 

“In my search for the unique attributes of the site for 
Roscommon House,” explained architect Neil Cownie, “I looked to 
the history of the suburb – its town planning, architecture and 
ideals of the original subdivision – for direction in creating a new 
house with a strong ‘sense of belonging’. 

“With a significant legacy of modernist and brutalist buildings still 
remaining in the suburb, I felt a responsibility to produce a design 

for this new house that not only served the needs and desires of 
my clients but was also in conversation with the ethos of the 
suburb, without mimicking or replicating the past.” 

Mosman Bay Luxury Homes subsequently transformed Neil 
Cownie’s design into an exceptional home featuring an undercroft 
double garage, open plan living areas on the ground floor and an 
impressive upstairs private roof garden off the master bedroom. 

The kitchen and living area opens out to an expansive al fresco 
area; the three bedrooms include a master room with en-suite 
bathroom, two rooms sharing a bathroom and a separate powder 
room; and an office and reading room are also located on the 
ground floor. 
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Phone: 9336 5001 
www.mosmanbayconstruction.com.au 

Phone: 6113 3951 
www.neilcowniearchitect.com.au
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The owners’ brief for a mostly single-storey home – in tune with 
the area’s style (which dates to the 1960s and early-1970s) – 
encouraged the architect to focus on integrating the building with 
the landscape, thus reducing the impact on site and effectively 
embedding the house into its neighbourhood surroundings. 

He paid meticulous attention to respecting the suburb’s garden-
orientated history, creating a landscaping concept that blurs the 
boundaries of inside and outdoors through the use of “pocket” 
courtyards and roof terrace gardens. 

“The spatial arrangement of the pocket courtyards is also driven 

“The individual design with top-quality timber and brass finishes 
sets the house apart from other residential projects”
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by environmental concerns,” said Neil Cownie. “The building is 
teased apart to maximise winter solar penetration and to capture 
prevailing cooling breezes.” 

Complementing the house’s passive solar design, the front roof 
conceals a 16.5kw photovoltaic array comprising 50 panels, which 
boosts the property’s energy self-sufficiency; while timbers and 
finishes within the house were sourced from sustainable resources. 

The distinctive finishes “were chosen for their modesty and their 
ability to age gracefully as the house endures, with all of them 
reflecting the ethos of seeking beauty from imperfection”. 

According to Neil, the design scope included not only 
architecture but also interior furnishings. “This holistic design 
opportunity enabled all aspects of the house to reflect its 
important ‘handmade’ aspect.” 

Brad Vladich Mobile: 0407 693 369 
Tel/Fax: (08) 9342 2868

We offer a variety of plastering services for 
Commercial and Residential properties. We are 
proud to have been involved in the Roscommon home 
in Floreat by Mosman Bay Construction and pride ourselves 
on excellent rates and our good reputation. We cover the Metro and 
surrounding areas and offer a friendly and professonal service with good 
customer ethics, if you are interested in a free quotation call Brad today.
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Perth's Premium Showroom 
for Bathroom Design and Renovations 

 
 

14 Stirling Road, Claremont 
 
 

T: 08 9230 7950 
E: sales@lavare.com.au 

 
 

Visit our showroom or 
lavare.com.au for more

We know what goes into 
beautiful bathrooms 

because we do it every day

Top-Quality Finishes and Custom Designs 
Interior furnishings reinforce this artisanal concept through such 
elements as heavy linen with exposed hand-stitched edging; a 
custom-designed dining table, external dining table and bedside 
tables; and the family room rug. The custom-designed pendant 
lights illuminating the main stair void are integrated with the fluid 
forms of the recesses in the off-form concrete ceiling above. 

The choice of a floral print fabric for the living room further 
reflected the “garden suburb” planning of the original subdivision. 

The walls and ceilings have been designed as a series of 
unadulterated planes and blocks of interlocking sculptural shapes, 
emphasised through the services and lighting being generally discreet 
or even hidden. The lighting is separated from the ceilings by its 
suspension below, with only feature pendants of a handmade quality 
being highlighted – also the case in the dining room, kitchen, master 
bedroom and main stair void. The timber cabinet work and timber-
clad wall elements merge as one to simplify the visual impact of the 
home’s diverse spaces; and the fluid kitchen island bench, with its 
hovering stone top, pays tribute to an iconic beachside concrete kiosk 
building that has been preserved by the local community. 

Other significant features include a timber-boarded concrete tilt 
panel and brick construction with standard insulation; anodised 
aluminium frames upstairs and downstairs; reverse-cycle air- 



conditioning; and a concrete swimming pool and pool house. 
For Mosman Bay Luxury Homes, the main challenges involved 

incorporating significant timber bordered concrete finishes to the 
internal walls and ceilings; other complex finishing details such as 
curved timber ceilings and custom pendant lights; a driveway with 
concrete block set-outs; construction of the front door with its 
brass detail and custom door handle; and a scotia lining set-out 
throughout the interior areas (approximately four kilometres). 

One especially satisfying milestone, they noted, was completion 
of the concrete structures, while other resounding successes 

included the window and glass work (three months – leading to 
lock-up stage) and the joinery works. 

Mosman Bay Luxury Homes praised the “high standard of 
workmanship from most trades – in particular, the carpenters 
(Wesprojex) and form workers (Grafform)” – and highlighted the 
architects’ excellent use of the site’s orientation to enhance solar 
efficiency, ventilation and light. 

In conclusion, they said, “The individual design with top-quality 
timber and brass finishes sets the house apart from other 
residential projects.”
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Installation of Alarm Systems ■ Installation of CCTV 
Systems ■ Installation of intercoms ■ Maintenance and 

servicingn ■ 24 Hour Electronic alarm monitoring 
NX, Reliance, Ademco, DSC, Bosch & some Ness products

Phone: 0412 324 911 
sales@atlassecurity.net.au 

www.atlassecurity.net.au

Meme’ Flooring follows you 
in each step of your timber 
flooring requirements. 
We advice you with 
experience and will do our 
utmost to provide you with 
the right products.

p 0457 620 873 
e info@memeflooring.com.au 
www.memeflooring.com.au

“The spatial arrangement of the ‘pocket’ courtyards is also driven 
by environmental concerns”

www.lavare.com.au www.lavare.com.au



                   September 2018 – The Builders Choice Magazine  101

Roscommon House THE BUILDERS CHOICE 

 Metwest Steel is locally owned and operated, servicing building 
companies and owner builders throughout Western Australia. 

Our products range from steel lintels through to the supply, fabrication 
and erection of all steel required for large structural projects. 

Ryan Gillam 
General Operations Manager 

Ph: 9494 0000 | Fx: 9494 0099 | Mob: 0447 851 736 

www.metweststeel.com.au

“I felt a responsibility to produce a design 
for this new house that was in 

conversation with its ethos” 

10-12 SEABROOK WAY 
MEDINA WA 6167 

Phone: (08) 9439 5661  
admin@abbottsolutelytimber.com.au 

www.abbottsolutelytimber.com.au

www.abbottsolutelytimber.com.au
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LISTEN 

TO OUR 

IRONWORK. 

IT SPEAKS 

FOR ITSELF.

www.livingiron.com.au

Architectural 
Ironwork 

Gates 
Furniture 

Works of Art

Call us on 13 15 40 or visit us at 
midlandbrick.com.au



KAZIMIR SLIDING DOOR SYSTEM

Design aesthetic 
■   European-inspired design, developed 

specifically for the Australian market. 
■   Structural glazed system for optimal 

design flexibility. 
■   Uninterrupted views with minimal visible 

aluminium. 
■   Integrated glass and frame solution with 

no visible seals for a high quality, 
aesthetically pleasing solution. 

■   24mm interlockers for a more visually 
appealing solution. 

■   Flexible design options (including 90° 
corner opening, corner or cavity slider, 
slide from both ends) allow you to 
maximise your liveable area.

Beautifully minimal 
Inspired by the works of Russian minimalist painter Kazimir Malevich (featured as 
our background – Suprematism 1915) the high-performing Kazimir sliding door 
system is designed and crafted specifically for you. 
If you’re after a low profile aesthetic, design flexibility and uninterrupted views, 
it delivers a stunning solution for your next project.

Phone: 08 9371 6649 
Fax: 08 9371 6637 
Email: sales@wdw.com.au 

Showroom: 
20 Clavering Road, Bayswater WA 6053

Large panels for design flexibility – up to 2000mm W x 3100mm H. Designed, tested and manufactured to Australian 
standard AS2047-2014 ensures it’s built to perform.

Key both sides/lockable handle for easier access. Bespoke hardware/furniture designed exclusively 
for the Kazimir system, making it a visually and ergonomically appealing hardware solution. 


